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COLONEL JAMES HENRY RION OF WINNS3CR0, S. 0. ' '
Ixi'troxiuc'tion by Alice America Beaufort VJialker, Winnsboro, 3,0.

Colonel James Henry Rion of WinnsJx)ro, South Carolina, with his wife and

children were intimate friends of my parents, David deVere deVerille Walker end

wife, Alice Buchanan Walker.

After a most outstanding Confederate War Service in which Colonel Rion

fought a goodly number of battles and was wounded and, through his brilliant

mind, invented and used successfully his personally-contrived breastworks that

w;ere adopted by the entire Southern Army, Colonel Rion came to Winnsboro with

his wife, bought a fine home on the corner of South Congress and Calhoun Streets,

and procured a legal degree at a North Carolina College. He was considered one of

the" most brilliant legal minds of this part of the South.
! " '

He married Maiy Catharine Weir, bom in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. As a small

child Mary was brought to Columbia, South Carolina, by her father, Samuel Weir,

, when he denounced his wealthy heritage, was disinherited by his father and divorced •

by his wife because of his'open and enthusiastic sympathy with the "Southern Cause."

He came to Columbia to enter newspaper work. Easily recognized as a gentleman of

facile mind, Samuel Weir became the friend of prominent men of the State Capitol,

while living with his young daughter of attractive ^pearance and quick mentality

in a boarding house.. William C. Preston and Wade Hampton were attracted to Weir's

gentlemanly out-look on life and Preston told him his lovely daughter should never

be allowed to grow up in a common boarding house environment and that he, Preston, ,

wished to have Mary live vath his family. Samuel died and so Mary Weir spent her

formative years in the elegant Preston-Hanpton mansion on HIanding Street in

Columbia. • ' . •










